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About Disability Rights Pennsylvania
Disability Rights Pennsylvania (DRP) is an independent, statewide, non-profit corporation
designated as the federally-mandated protection and advocacy agency in Pennsylvania.
DRP works to advance and protect the civil rights of adults and children with a wide range
of disabilities to ensure that they can live in their communities with the services they need,
receive a full and inclusive education, live free of discrimination and abuse and neglect, and
have control and self-determination over their supports and services. We pursue systemic
reform and provide help to Pennsylvanians with disabilities who are experiencing problems
or who have guestions related to their disability through self-advocacy assistance, public
policy advocacy, targeted monitoring and investigations, community outreach and
education, and direct advocacy support including legal representation.

Our Mission and Vision
Disability Rights Pennsylvania protects and advocates for rights of people with disabilities

so that they may live the lives they choose, free from abuse, neglect, discrimination, and
segregation. We envision a Commonwealth where people of all abilities are equal and
free.

Our Program Goals and Objectives

» People with disabilities will not be subject to abuse, neglect, exploitation, or rights
violations.

» People with disabilities will not be subject to unnecessary segregation and
institutionalization, including, but not limited to, unnecessary segregation in home and
community-based settings.

» People with disabilities will have access to high-quality, consumer-controlled,
consumer-driven, person-centered, and recovery-oriented services and benefits to
enable them to live and thrive in their own homes and communities.

» People with disabilities will not be subject to discrimination and will be fully integrated in
all aspects of society.




How Disability Rights Pennsylvania Can Empower You

DRP provides personalized information, advice, and referral to individuals who contact our
Live Intake system by calling 1-800-692-7443 or completing our online intake form at
https://www.disabilityrightspa.org/get-help/intake/. We also offer an extensive list of written
publications that cover a multitude of topics including abuse, neglect, and rights violations
for children and adults with disabilities; community-based health care and disability
services; assistive technology; voting; disability discrimination in housing, employment,
transportation, and education; and access to government services and public
accommodations. You can find our full list of self-advocacy guides under the Resources
tab on DRP's website: https://www.disabilityrightspa.org/resources/. Our staff and
resources empower people with disabilities to effectively address their disability-related
concerns by self-advocating for the help they need to resolve them.

Services We Provide

Due to our funding limitations, we cannot provide every requested service listed below to
every individual who contacts DRP for help. We must use case selection criteria before we
can provide certain services, including the potential for systemic impact. However, we seek
to provide every individual who contacts us with information, advice, and/or referral options
as appropriate.
 Information, advice, referral, and/or direct advocacy support to individuals through our
Live Intake system
» Public policy advocacy to promote systemic access to services and full inclusion of
people with disabilities in their communities
» Targeted monitoring and investigations to protect and assist people with disabilities
facing abuse, neglect, rights violations, and/or barriers to community-based supports
and services
o Community outreach and education on disability rights and issues impacting those
rights
» Legal representation, including individual and systemic litigation concerning issues that
fall within DRP's program goals and objectives
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