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Medicaid Expansion Update
Thank you, Joyce.

Advocacy is front and center in Maine today as people with
disabilities, along with our allies, rally at the state capitol in
Augusta to demand that Governor Paul LePage take the first step
in implementing a voter approved initiative in November that
expanded Medicaid in their state. So far, Maine’s Governor has
failed to act to apply for Medicaid expansion. Today is also the
first of a series of deadlines for Maine to file plans and
applications with the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
to start the expansion process.

Maine’s Governor has been opposed to Medicaid expansion. 59%
of the voters approved expansion so that approximately 70,000
low to lower income individuals could receive benefits. The
dispute now centers over state funding.

There are 17 states that have not expanded Medicaid. While
many people with disabilities receive services under what we
know as the waiver programs in Medicaid, many others don’t
qualify for these waiver programs. Our community has relied on
Medicaid expansion or private health insurance to receive health
and mental health care services, depending on job status and
income.

Pennsylvania is one of 33 states that did expand Medicaid. The
number of individuals enrolled in our Medicaid expansion
continues to increase. As of March 23, 2018, nearly 719,000
people receive health and mental health care services under our
expansion. As a result, Pennsylvania’s uninsured rate has



dropped from 10.2% to 6.4%. Additionally, 124,000 individuals
accessed drug and alcohol treatment under our expansion.

Advocacy matters, it mattered when 33 states expanded Medicaid
and it matters in Maine today.



